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Abstract 

A state that ranks 42nd in size, Maryland has taken an inordinate number of 
tornado hits--two of them deadly. On Sep 24, 2001, an F3 twister took the lives of 
two students as it ripped through the University of Maryland at College Park. On 
Apr 28, 2002, an F4 tornado killed five people and devastated the town of La 
Plata. During the first half of May 2002, three different twisters and several 
downbursts pounded various parts of the state. 
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